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	Dates to Remember
· Reading Period: November 1, 2009-January 4, 2010
· All contest entries must be submitted before January 22, 2010

	Submitting Your Final Entries

There are three ways you can submit your final entries (i.e. your final reading log and documentation for special awards you have applied for). You can send this data to us through the mail at the address below. Entries can also be submitted via facsimile at the number below. Finally, you can submit your entries electronically by visiting our Web site www.nfb.org/bral. To submit your final reading log follow the link titled “Submit Your Final Reading Log,” fill out the dynamic form and upload your spreadsheet in the last field. Similarly if you submitting your documentation for a special award electronically follow the link titled “Submit Special Award Documentation,” complete the form and then upload your documentation. If you have questions about submitting your final entries for the standard contest or a special award please contact Natalie Shaheen.    

Help Needed

In January 2009, the National Federation of the Blind started a Braille Readers are Leaders Campaign to address the Braille literacy crisis. To help us tackle this problem we need information from adult Braille readers.  You can help us by filling out a very short, seventeen-question, survey online. This survey is completely confidential and will not affect your participation in the Braille Readers Are Leaders contest. Donate five minutes of your time to help change the state of Braille literacy in this country. Note: this survey is designed for blind Braille readers; thus the sighted teachers and parents competing in the contest do not need to fill it out.
An Artist in the Trenches
In her January 2004 Braille Monitor article “Learning Braille: Notes from the Trenches” Heidi Oakes describes her experience learning to read Braille. As an artist Heidi discusses how the aesthetics of Braille appeal to both the left and right sides of her brain and how she used her experience teaching art to help improve her Braille reading skills. 
What Do You Think?

We have enjoyed offering the Braille Readers Are Leaders contest to adults this year. Thank you for participating in the contest. You were one of 140 competitors in the first ever Braille Readers Are Leaders Contest for adults. 

We feel the contest has been a great success, and we would like to continue to offer this opportunity to our members, but we will need your help to do so. What did you think of the contest? What is the best feature of the contest? Is there anything you would like to see changed? Please send an e-mail to Nshaheen@nfb.org with “BRAL-A feedback” in the subject line. We appreciate any thoughts you are willing to share. If you have been particularly moved by your contest experience or have a story to tell about the contest, submit it to Daniel Frye (dfrye@nfb.org) to be considered for publication in the Braille Monitor. 


	Do you have questions?  Contact Natalie Shaheen:

410.659.9314 x2293

Nshaheen@nfb.org

or visit our Web site

www.nfb.org/bral
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